
Through the understanding of emptiness, you will perceive no difference between yourself and 
others. You will be free of self-cherishing, compassion will arise spontaneously, and you will 
benefit beings without any effort. Even great bodhisattva acts such as giving your life for 
another’s benefit will not be difficult for you, and you will be able to perform altruistic deeds 
effortlessly over many eons. Everything happens without effort because it all takes place within 
the continuum of the realization of emptiness. Here generosity, patience, and all the other 
perfections now truly merit the term paramita, as they are utterly beyond the realm of delusion. 
For a bodhisattva who has realized emptiness, the number of beings to be liberated and the time 
it might take to liberate them arouse feelings neither of discouragement nor of pride. Dawning 
freely in your enlightened mind is an all-inclusive compassion, devoid of all concepts of subject 
and object. Having realized the sameness of self and others, you remain as unchanging as 
primordial space. 
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